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DESTINATION « MALAYSIA

WESTERN TARSIER

It'samazing what you'll
see on Borneo's
Kinabatangan River with
an eagle-eyed guide or
two inyour boat.

PICTURE: MARGARITA
STEINHARDT

A nocturnal venture down
a Malaysian river puts rare and incredible
wildlife in the spotlight

MARGARITA STEINHARDT

AIR NEW ZEALAND SALE!

Your Holiday Includes:

= Return airfares flying Air New Zealand
7 nights accommeodation

7 days car hire with full insurance
VIP on Island Concierge

Return airport transfers

Entry to the World of Norfolk Exhibit
Norfolk Language Class

Half day Orientation Tour

DIY History Tour

‘Wonderland by Night Show

Life as a Convict Tour

Pitcairn Pioneers Tour

Two Course Welcome Dinner
Bounty Pass with on-island

shopping & dining discounts
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TUDOR APARTMENTS

P located at the d of

B e attotmg by comiort $1349
and a central location. SAVE $850
CREST APARTMENTS

Self-contained one bedroom

apartments only minutes from World 51 449

Heritage - Kingston. SAVE §720
SOUTH PACIFIC RESORT HOTEL

Centrally located hotel only a brief
walk from the main towrsti. $1499
BONUS: Includes breakfast. SAVE §510

JACARANDA COTTAGES

Boutique 4 star self-contained country
cotiages, e 1o town and histone© + 1899
Kingston. BONUS: Handmade Gift SAVE $435
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he moonless tropical night is perfectly
still, as we cruise along Borneo’s
Kinabatangan River in search of
nocturnal wildlife. Ourspotlight
beam dances across the curtain of the
ghostly dark forest onthe river bank.

‘Theonlysounds that break the silenceare
the rhythmical puffing of the boat engineand
the occasional squeaks of flying foxes gorging
themselves on fruit high upin the dark canopy.

With me in the boat are Jo from the UK and
Jens from Sweden, as well as ourtwo guides:
Mike, who Is guiding us for ourentire two weeks
inBomeo, and Osman, our host on the river for
the next twonights. Both of them, we cometo
believe, have superhuman vision when it
comes to finding wildlife.

Soon Osman spotssomething on thebank
and the mood intheboat changes dramatically.
Now five pahsnfeym areglued to the centre of
thespod]ghl

hi :mim:ili “It'sa
Philippineslow loris. Very low inthe tree,” he
whispers excitedly pointing out the location.

Weseeittoonow. What was justa pair of
bright dots at first (loris’s eyes reflecting inthe
spotlight beam), now transform into the cutest
face imaginable.

Looking down at us with its cartoonishly
large eyes, the loris appears assurprised tosee
usaswearetoseelt. Westareateachotherin
muteamazement.

Ofall the wildlife-watching hotspots in
Borneo, lower Kinabatangan River inthe
Malaysianstate of Sabah Is where you are most
likely to experience wildlifeupclose.

Sadly, the reason for this abundance is that

surpriseaBuffy fish owlthat hasjust landed on
aweathered tree stump rising out of the water
inthe middleof the river. With its massive
‘wings outstretched, it follows us with a piercing
gazeofits huge yelloweyes, that giveits facea
perpetually baffled expression.

Theonly creature that is not surprised by our
appearance Is thetiny and incredibly bright
blue-eared kingfisher. Perched on a thin
branch overhangingthe river, it lifts its head
towardsthe dark sky and pretends not tosee us
drifting slowly with the current right
underneath it.

Overnight, westay at Osman’s homestay. It is
alarge wooden house with aspacious veranda
lifted on stilts over the bank of the river. Above
the TV, in between Islamic calligraphy art, hang
photosof Osman with Sir David Attenborough.

The next afternoon we return to Menanggul
and find ourselves in a completely different
‘world. By day the river is bursting with life,
Nolsy hornbills fly overhead, proboscis
monkeys crash through the canopy and pig-
talled macaques squabble onthe riverbank
‘while keepinga watchful eve forthe crocodiles.

“Jens, hereissomething foryou,” Mike calls.
“Therelsasnake Inthebranchesupahead.” We
stareat the tree he is pointing at, but
unsurprisingly see nothing.

“No, twosnakes,” pitches in Osman. “No
‘wait, foursnakes!”

Jens hasbeendying tosee asnake eversince
missing onea few days earlier, but fourtogether
seems likea bit ofastretch.

Yetasweapproach thetree, weareableto
make out four bright yellow coiled shapes.

“Grey-talled racers,” Mike explains as we
‘watch the snakes wake up one byone and move
languidly through the branches. None of us has
seen anything like this before, and in the case of
Mike and Osman thatsaysalot.

Arewe witnessingsome kind of unknown
reptilian behaviour?

Atnight, we find another rarity — an Oriental
Bayowl - a bird so rare that even Mike has never
seen onebefore. At first, we hearits call coming
fromthe thick jungle. Mike mimicsitscall,
tricking the bird into believing it's being
challenged by another owl.

‘Qutraged, the bird comes to investigate,
eventually landing in a reasonably open spot
‘where we can finally seeit. Itistiny and looks
like most other barn owls, yet by playing “hard
toget” withthe bird watchers it elevates itselfto
thetopoftheir bucket lists.

Thelastencounterwehaveontheriveris
‘withaWesterntarsier.

Adistant relative ofall the other primates on
the river, this animal is so strange, you would
think it is made out of spare parts. Its enormous
eyestakeup most of its face. In fact, each of its
eyeballs is asbigas itsentirebrain.

TIts fingers areso long that some reach the
length of its entire upperarm. It is alittle
gremlinout of children’s fairytales, impossibly
cute, and the big-eyed face stays inmy mind
longafterwe leave the river bank.

On my last moming at Osman’s, I discover
et another face of Kinabatangan whenI find
the rivershrouded in thick morning mist.

Itisaneeriescene of vague shadows
concealed by the ghostly white haze-a
haunting farewell from the river.

BORNEO

GETTING THERE
Fly from Sydney to Sandakan with AirAsia from
$680 return.

TOURING
Adventure Alternative Bomeo offers tours
starting from $300 for two nights for river
homestay to $600 for an upscale lodge. Prices

the wildlife has nowhere elseto go. include all food and drink, accommeodation and
. Pushed by the encroaching oil palm transfers from Sandakan.
S PA I F I ( : plantations, th Is are trapped In the adventurealternativeborneo.com

1800 800 722

narrow stretch of forestonthe river bank. 1f
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Australia’s Leading
Small Group Tour

more land is cleared, we will lose this
unexpected wildlife haven for good.

But for now, the loris is safe.

Weleave the loris to its nightly exploitsand
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Mammals of Borneo and their ecology by Phillipps
& Phillipps available through Booktopia
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© Small Group Touring
Cur small groups mean less time
waiting for others, more time with
your guide and room to spread out
on the bus. African guests enjoy
a maximum of 12 people and
twio safari vehicles, which means
no long convoys or waiting for
others to catch up! Smaller groups
really do give you a better holiday
experience.

© Expert Guides
Cur local guides and tour directors
really are experts and will help you
get the most from your holiday
destination. Theyre succinct and
engaging and will give you just the
right amount of information. In
Africa we only use operators who
employ professionally accredited
guides and trackers trained in
animal behaviour and protection.

© No Hidden Extras
Our tours offer incredible value
for money. We include flights, all
sightseeing, many meals and even
taxes and tips where appropriate.

© Unique Itineraries
Our itineraries combine the must-
see sights with the perfect mix
of unique local experiences and
leisure time.

What Our Customers Say
Over 90% of our clients say they would
travel with us again and recommend
Bunnik Tours to family and friends.

0 0.6 8.8 ¢

The trip lived up to all my expectations
- Egypt was very hot, but we managed
to explore all | wanted The game

saw all the Big 5 and lots more besides!

E Kolar (July 2017)
Cairo to Zanzibar

o e e

We loved Petra and the Treasury
especially the night tour. Magic. We
loved the hot air balloon ride over the
temples in Egypt. The Nile cruise was
lovely. Our guide Mohamad always did
his best to get us rooms with a view
and he always succeeded He made our
tour special as did Arhmid in Jordan

C Klein (March 2017)

Egypt & Jordan in Depth

o o o e

A childhood dream fulfilled. An

feeling whenever thinking about the
moment of standing in front of the
Great Pyramids, cruising along the Nile,
floating on the Dead Sea, staring at
the Treasury of Petra, or camel nding
through the desert sand of Wadi Rum.
C Huang (March 2017}

Egypt. krael & Jordan

See Tore customer reviews at
bunniktours.com.au/tourreviews

Cairo to
Zanzibar

+ & Taxes
Included

© Explore amazing Abu Simbel, originally carved
out of the mountainside during the reign of
Pharach Ramses IT in the 13th century BC @
Spend 3 days at a Zanzibar beach resort © Visit
a Samburu village and school to learmn about ‘a
day in the life’ of a Samburu woman and her
children © Enjoy a special bush dinner under
the Maasai Mara stars

DATES: 28 Dec 2017; 11 & 25" Jan; 22 Feb &

22 Mar 2018 Aguaranteed departure
All departures are guaranteed with a minimum
of just 2 people.
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Egypt & Jordan
in Depth

* & Taxes
Included
© Float in the Dead Sea @ Tour breathtaking Wadi
Rum by jeep and camel © Relax on the Red Sea
in Agaba @ Discover the incredible Lost City of
Petra © Explore the tombs and temples of Upper
Egypt © Spend 4 nights on a luxury cruise ship
travelling down the majestic Nile River & Visit the
stunning temples of Abu Simbel & Travel along
Egypt's Mediterranean coast

20 GUARANTEED DEPARTURES” available from
now until June 2018

All departures are guaranteed with a minimum
of just 2 people

Highlights
of Egypt
'

12 35,93599 +?nc?::lsed

@ Witness the incredible Great Pyramids of Giza
and the iconic Sphinx © Spend 3 nights ona
Iwury cruise ship travelling down the majestic
Nile River © Visit the stunning temples of Ramses
1l and Queen Nefertari at Abu Simbel © Explore
the tombs of the impressive Valley of the Kings
@ Marvel at Tutankhamun's priceless treasures in
the Egyptian Museum

22 GUARANTEED DEPARTURES* available from
now until July 2018

All departures are guaranteed with a minimum
of just 2 peaple.

Egypt, Israel & Jordan

days from

23 511,395

Flights
& Taxes
Included

Uncover thousands of years of history in three of the world’s oldest and
most interesting countries. Tour the wonders of ancient Egypt, explore
the sacred sites of Israel, marvel at amazing desert landscapes and
discover the incredible Lost City of Petra.

SPECIAL EXPERIENCES: Explore the incredible twin temples of Abu Simbel, carved out of the
mountainside as a monument to Pharach Ramses 1 and his queen, Nefertari & Enter the Old
City of Jerusalem, to wander through the Armenian and Jewish Quarters and visit the restorad
Cardo @ Discover the magic of Petra by night as the rock city is lit by more than 1,000 candles

AMAZING VALUE! TOUR INCLUDES:

to the Middle East. Taxes included
3 economy class flights within the Middle
East

All touring in ar-conditioned vehicles
(excluding basic jeep in Wadi Rum]

15 nights in good quality hotels (3-5 star)
4 nights in an cutside cabin on board a
hwaury Nile River cruise (5-star Egyptian

Aguaranteed departures
MAXIM:
GROUP starz":

+ Retum economy class flights from Australia

Airport transfers (first and last day of tour)

standard)

« 1 night at a basic Bedouin desert camp
with shared facilities

« 20 breakfasts, 6 lunches and 13 dinners,
incl group welcome and farewell dinners

« English-speaking Egyptologist guides in
Egypt

« English-speaking local guides and drivers
in Israel & Jordan (English-speaking driver/
guide and local guides for group sizes
below 5 passengers)

DATES: 2, 23 Jan; 6 & 20 Feb; 6" (3 seats left) & 20 Mar, 10" (4 seats left) & 24" Apr 2018

' | BROCHURE | Call
“sd  AVAILABLE uson 1800 286 645
Order your free visit bunniktours.com.au
copy today. or see your local travel agent

—
»
Bunniklours'
"’
ADepartures are guaranteed with a minimum of just 2 passengers. Bunnik Tours reserves the right to re-price the tour when there is only 1 person booked. All prices shown are per person based on twin share. Single rooms are available
at a supplement. check our website for details. Prices are correct at time of printing but are subject to change. Note air supplement may apply depending on airline availability and departure cities. Bunnik Travel Pty Ltd - trading as Bunnik
Tours = ATAS accreditation #A10484 » CATO Registered Operator No TO1078.
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